
© 2020 Purdue University . This work is licensed under a  
Creative Commons BY-NC 4.0 International License . 

Assessment in Blended 
and Online Learning

Summative Assessment
in Online Environments

What is Summative Assessment?
Summative assessment aims to evaluate if
a student has mastered set learning
objectives at the end of a unit or a period
of time. These might include midterm or
final-term assessments, district benchmarks,
and state assessments. 

Online Summative Assessment Types
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Readiness.
The standard
helps students
get ready to
move to the next
level. 

Implementation Checklist

Make assessment rubrics available in advance. Before giving
summative assessments, provide students with the grading rubric.
This will allow students to see what the assessment will cover and
the associated expectations.

Prioritize content using R.E.A.L. criteria. Instead of assessing
everything all at once, prioritize the most essential content in
students' learning using R.E.A.L. Criteria, shown below.

Endurance. 
The standard
helps students
beyond a single
unit or test. 

Assessed. 
The standard will
be assessed on
national or state
exams.

Leveraging. 
The standard
helps students
learn skills across
different
disciplines.

Adapted from Many and Horell (2014)

Make assessments performance-based. In blended and online
learning, teachers are more likely to motivate students when they ask
students to apply what they have learned in real situations.  

Divide big tasks into smaller units. Split big tasks into smaller ones
throughout the week or unit of material to assess students' performance
on each standard or content chunk with a small task. 

Utilize synchronous video conferencing. For example, synchronous
online meetings allow teachers to monitor students in real-time while
they complete assessments. 

Pair with a formative assessment. Summative assessments aim to
evaluate mastery of learning outcomes, while formative assessments aim
to improve learning with timely feedback. Balancing both assessment
methods in online and blended learning helps students achieve the best
academic growth. 
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In what ways could you strengthen your
students' online summative assessments?
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